[EFFE35R PR 7V TA D FEIE * JHow to change Japanese driver's license for international students

—Taking Chinese international students as an example

NEADHENBARTETERLY DRICITEEZRIFONYBEIANDELLGYET BFEED Xu ALY
BADEOICFHEOHBRITHRELI-ELITT . Xu SADRFIIGETOEREE TV ZEZEL !

(S35 1E-PEFE
When foreigners drive a car in Japan, it is necessary to switch to a local driver's license. It seems that Xu, an

international student, also took on the challenge of procedures and exams for switching licenses. Please check
out Xu's struggle to obtain a license!

(Language: English, Chinese)

How to change Japanese driver's license for international students

——Taking Chinese international students as an example

As a Chinese student studying in Japan, | am very happy to share with you the detailed process of how
to change a Chinese driver's license to a Japanese driver's license. The following are the steps |

reviewed and sorted out based on my personal experience:

First, we need to confirm whether we are eligible to change our driver's license in Japan. The current

conditions are to meet the following three conditions at the same time:

- Must hold a valid Chinese driver's license and live in China for more than three months after

obtaining the driver's license.

- Need to have a long-term residence status and a stable residence in Japan.

- Hold a valid passport and identity certificate in Japan.



Next, you need to prepare the review materials. The specific list of materials is as follows:

Number | Source Name Requirel Require2 | Noticel Notice2 Cost
Estimate
1 Original Make sure Stay in It needs to Note If the
Chinese your China be entry and exit
mainland driver’s for at identified is self-
driver’ s license is | least 3 by the entry | clearance, you
license valid months and exit can submit the
after customs entry and exit
obtainin | stamp of the | record details
g a passport of the customs,
driver’ s and you can
license download the pdf
version on the
wechat public
account
following China
Entry and Exit
2 Any proof of Certificate
residence in of study
the country Work
for three contract
months after
obtaining a
driver’ s
license
3 Chinese Issued by Must be 4000 JPY
driver’s JAF (Japan translated
license Automobile by JAF
translated Federation) Other
into Japanese translations
are not
valid
4 Resident 300 JPY
ticket
Staying card
passport
2 photos 3cmX2. 4em Taken For driver’ s
within license
the last | application
six

months




Step 3. When you have prepared all the information, please make an appointment for on-site review of
the information at the Morioka City Vehicle Driving License Examination Center or local vehicle driving
license examination centers as soon as possible. The appointment number for the Morioka City Vehicle
Driving License Examination Center is 019-683-1251. Due to the large number of applicants, please
make an appointment for the document review as early as possible. In my personal experience, |
applied for the document review by phone on May 4, 2024, and the scheduled time was September 19.
This means that it may take several months to wait for the appointment document review.
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Fig 1. Car driving license test center location map

Step 4. Please be sure to go to the site on time during the appointment time and bring all the required
information. After the review, you can make an appointment for the test on site. The Morioka City
Vehicle Driving License Examination Center can make an appointment for the test from 3 to 5 every
week. There will be two different route maps for the AT ordinary car test, which will be randomly
tested. The responsible examiner will give you a simple manual to tell you some basic driving
specifications. If you have any questions on the spot, you can ask the examiner. The examiner at the
test center is very patient and will repeatedly explain the details of the test to you. However, when you

actually take the test, the examiner will be very strict.
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Fig.2 Some documents for taking the exam

About the test (this is the most difficult part of changing the driver's license and the most headache for

foreigners)

The test will first conduct a vision test. If you wear glasses, you will be marked and restricted to driving

with glasses.

Theoretical knowledge test: usually includes 10 questions, and you can pass if you answer more than 7

questions correctly.

The most torturous is the skill test: this requires actual driving operations in the test site of the driver's
license center. The Japanese road test is not only a test of driving skills, but also a test of safety
awareness. The examiner will record every movement of the candidate, including pre-departure check,
seat belt use, rearview mirror adjustment, etc. For those who are already used to the driving rules in

their own country, adapting to Japanese driving habits can be a challenge. In the actual test process,



the examiner will pay special attention to whether the candidate strictly follows all the traffic rules
during the driving process, including but not limited to stopping, turning, using the signal light, etc.
Failure to carry out adequate safety verification is considered to be an easy penalty point. Unlike some
countries, which offer multiple chances to take the test, Japan's road test usually gives candidates only
one chance. If a candidate has lost too many points in the first half of the exam, the examiner may
terminate the exam and consider the candidate to have failed. The road test for foreigners to change
their driver's license in Japan is difficult mainly because of factors such as strict requirements on safety
rules, differences in driving habits, one-time test opportunities, and reservation system. Only if you are
well prepared and adapt to the driving rules and test procedures in Japan can you successfully pass the
road test.

After passing the test, you will get a Japanese driver's license.

Things to note:

Until you successfully obtain a Japanese driver's license, the driver's license and visa must be

guaranteed to be within the validity period.

To change the driver's license, you can only submit an application to the "E#z ez tz> 4 —"in the

current location recorded on the residence card.

The above is the detailed process of changing the Chinese driver's license to a Japanese driver's license
that | have compiled for everyone. | hope it can help students studying in Japan. If you have any
questions, it is recommended to directly consult the local driver's license center to obtain the most

accurate information.

Appendix: Depending on the country of issuance of the driver's license, the application location and

precautions are also different. Please confirm in advance.

* Driving license examination center (Automobile transfer free permit test center) 019-683-1251

+ Morioka driving license center (Morioka transfer free permit center) 019-606-1251

+ Kennan driving license center (Kennan transfer free permit center) 0197-44-3511



- Engan driving license center (Engan transfer free permit center) 0193-23-1515

+ Kenpoku driving license center (Kenpoku transfer free permit center) 0194-52-0613

Window consultation hours: Weekdays 9:00-16:00
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Automatic vehicle operation free test site location map
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