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In the heart of Morioka City, where Iwate University is located, lies the Morioka Castle Ruins
Park. It is a well-known tourist attraction, but what kind of history does the castle hold?
Please take a look at the report by Xu, an international student!

History at your fingertips

—Explore the past and present of Morioka Castle Ruins

In lwate Prefecture in the Tohoku region of Japan, there is a city called Morioka
where history and nature coexist harmoniously. The city is not only famous for its
beautiful natural scenery, but also respected for its rich historical sites. Among them,
Morioka Castle Ruins is one of the most representative historical landmarks in Morioka
City, which witnessed important historical moments in Japan's feudal era. This article will

lead you into the history of Morioka Castle Ruins and explore its former glory.




Fig 1 A corner displaying materials found during research by the Morioka Castle Restoration

Research Promotion Office

The establishment and early history of Morioka Castle

The history of Morioka Castle can be traced back to Japan's Azuchi-Momoyama
period (approximately 1573 to 1603), a period characterized by castle architecture and
samurai culture. Morioka Castle was originally built by Nanbu Nobutsugu of the Nanbu
family, a military commander who was active in the late Warring States period and early
Edo period. The castle was not only the residence of the Nanbu family, but also their

local administrative and military center.

Morioka Castle in the Edo Period

After the Edo Period, Morioka Castle became the center of the Morioka Domain.
Morioka Domain was an important domain in the Tohoku region of Japan, and its rulers
made many repairs and expansions to the castle, making it a strong fortification. The
design of the castle reflects the characteristics of Edo-era castle architecture, including

the tenshu (the main tower of the castle) and the stone wall.
The Meiji Restoration and the Abandonment of the Castle

With the advancement of the Meiji Restoration, Japanese society underwent drastic
changes. During this period, many castles were abandoned or demolished, and Morioka
Castle was no exception. Most of the castle's buildings were demolished during the

Meiji era, leaving only the stone wall and part of the foundation structure.



Fig 2"Drawings of Morioka Castle" introduces Morioka Castle as depicted in drawings.

The Modern Look of Morioka Castle Ruins

Although most of the buildings of Morioka Castle no longer exist, the remains of
the castle have been preserved and have become an important historical site. The
Morioka Castle Ruins are now a park where visitors can stroll and feel the weight of
history.

Today, the Morioka Castle Ruins are not only a tourist attraction, but also an
important cultural and educational venue. Historical lectures and exhibitions are often
held here to introduce the history of Morioka Castle and Japan's feudal era to the
public.



Fig 3 The scenery outside the Morioka Castle in autumn

The Morioka Castle Ruins are a bridge between the past and the present. It not
only carries the memory of Japan's feudal era, but is also an important place for
modern people to understand and learn history. For foreign friends who are interested
in Japanese history, the Morioka Castle Ruins is a historical exploration site that cannot
be missed. Here, you can personally experience the castle culture of Japan's feudal era
and feel the pulse of history.

Special thanks: The HD picture data of "Kano Kanshinki" [Inner Old Morioka City Map]
"published in this article are from Morioka City Museum of History and Culture, We
would especially like to thank them for providing and authorizing us to use such
beautiful images.
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